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NDP Response: Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners 
 
The New Democratic Party’s commitments to Canada’s 450,000 woodlot owners and 
their families 
 
Canada’s woodlot owners – nearly half a million families – are an important part of our forestry 
industry. Sustainable and responsible management of Canada’s forests is essential both to grow our 
economy and to deal with the effects of climate change. 
 
Canada is home to a vast expanse of the world’s boreal forest. Canada’s forestry industry supports 
rural communities from coast to coast to coast and families deserve to know that sustainable forestry 
practices will continue to provide good jobs, now and for the next generation. But under Liberal and 
Conservative governments, forestry communities are facing an uncertain future.  
 
As our environment changes, so too must the measures that support the forestry industry. The federal 
government needs to be working alongside as a partner to ensure that Canadian forestry continues to 
succeed, while meeting the highest environmental and sustainability standards. A New Democrat 
government will invest in forestry innovation and support value-added Canadian wood products – and 
the good jobs that go with them. Our plan will support forestry research and development, help 
companies commercialize new technologies, and expand market access for wood products to keep 
Canada competitive.  
 
New Democrats understand that woodlot owners face long periods of risk before their investments in 
forestry pay off. We would help protect communities through forest management to mitigate forest 
fire risk, including by combatting the spread of the mountain pine beetle and improving coordination 
of fire prevention efforts across all levels of government. With regard to tax measures, New Democrats 
would examine the possibility of a silviculture savings and investment plan for wood lot owners. 
 
Trade is enormously important to the Canadian forestry sector, and unfair tariffs imposed by the 
United States government continue to be an obstacle. It was extremely disappointing that the recently 
concluded USMC Agreement did not settle this issue. New Democrats will fight to have these tariffs 
removed, but will also push in the meantime for specific exemptions from duties and quotas for 
roundwood from private forests. The markets for privately-harvested roundwood on both sides of the 
border are similar and maintaining tariffs in the face of difficult market conditions imposes serious 
disadvantages to Canadian owners. An exemption would make life easier for families without 
jeopardizing the unique Canadian model of forest management more broadly. 
 
Finally, we will boost reforestation efforts to strengthen our climate resilience and ensure the 
sustainability of the forestry sector. This will include a commitment to private woodlot owners that 
federal programs will reach them.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jagmeet Singh 
Leader, Canada's New Democrats 


