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The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners asks Federal Parties to
“Invest in Canada’s 450,000 woodlot owners to grow our rural economy”.

Canadian woodlots are small forests owned or managed by 450,000 families across Canada. These
woodlots are an important source of employment and revenue for these families and many others,
providing more than 15% of the timber supply to Canadian sawmills and paper mills. Woodlots are
living examples of sustainability in action, and also contribute to society’s well being through clean
water, wildlife habitat and carbon storage. Many carefully managed woodlots pass from generation to
generation, and contribute to maintaining Canada’s beautiful rural scenery.

Canadian Woodlot owners have been largely forgotten by our Federal government. There is real
potential to greatly increase the supply of timber and other products from woodlots, contributing to
increased employment in those parts of rural Canada where jobs are badly needed. We want the
Federal government to work with us and with provincial governments to build a process for improving
policies and programs that will help realize this potential.

To take advance of this potential we have identified two key priority areas for discussions with party
candidates over the next few months and to work with the government elected in the fall of 2015.

Creating a better tax environment – more favourable income tax measures are needed to encourage
active forest management by a greater number of woodlot owners to increase the supply of forest
products as well as the environmental services expected by Canadian society. We need government
action to make revisions to the Income Tax Act that will treat woodlots businesses more fairly and
provide stronger incentives for sustainable woodlot management.

Investing in future forests – a nationwide tree planting program on private land is needed to increase
timber supplies and help mitigate some of the harmful consequences of climate change. Tree planting
would accomplish a variety of goals including sequestering carbon; enhancing and diversifying our
settled landscape; increasing adaptive capacity to withstand climate change; moderating local climate
by providing shade; moderating temperature extremes and reducing the effects of storms; increasing
wildlife habitat; improving soil and water conservation, and providing local economic opportunities.

We are engaging with political candidates and asking them to demonstrate their commitment to
Canada’s private family woodlot owners.   By working together we can ensure that Canadian woodlot
owners will continue to be an important contributor to the economic, social, environmental and cultural
well-being our rural communities.

For more information contact,

Peter deMarsh, President
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners / Fédération canadienne des propriétaires de boisés
Tel: (506) 367-2503
Website: www.cfwo-fcpb.org

The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO) is a national federation of provincial woodlot
owner organizations. The CFWO is committed to the sustainable management of private forest resources
to ensure they will continue to contribute to the economic, social, environmental and cultural well-being

of rural communities across Canada.

http://www.cfwo-fcpb.org/

